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Great North Road Solar Park
NSDC Biodiversity Workshop

10 May 2024





Enhancement Area Proposed Additional 
Area (acres)

Details

Woodland 98.02 50,000 trees planted

Hedgerow ~25km of hedgerow planted

Retained Agricultural Land 
(Ground-nesting Birds)

422.28 Farmland strongly focused 
on bird mitigation

Green Corridors 23.85 Improve landscape connectivity

Wildlife Sites 146.91 Create, buffer and expand LWS

Wetlands 70.37 Wader scrapes, ponds, wet 
grassland/woodland

Permanent Grassland 92.73 Benefit breeding and wintering 
birds

Figures as per the current masterplan



Set a new 
standard for 

unifying 
biodiversity 
data in line 

with UK 
Geospatial 
strategy

National Biodiversity Network (NBN)

Involve key 
stakeholders 

to pool 
resources and 

answer 
knowledge 

gaps

Continually 
monitor

biodiversity
growth against

anticipated 
increases, to 

maximise BNG

Encourages 
public 

involvement 
in biodiversity 
maintenance

Provide
information
boards with 
QR codes 
to record 
wildlife
sightings

Maintain and 
re-fund local 

databases and 
create a new 
monitoring 

website



Creating an Interactive Natural Environment

• Transform pathways around GNR into 
interactive nature trails with an additional 19km 
of permissive footpaths

• Where appropriate provide wider, graveled 
routes perfect for cycling and walking

• Routes surrounded by greenery including 
wildflowers, fruit trees and bushes where 
possible

• Secure bike facilities and storage through NG+

• QR codes along routes, providing knowledge, 
trivia and games about ancient woodland and 
sites of interest

• Running routes showing milestone distances 
such as 5km, 10km and half marathons



Water vole 
recovery 

project and 
eradication of 

mink Help expand 
project from 3 
catchments to 

cover the 
entire county

Introducing a 
small 

community 
habitat grant 

scheme
E.g. 

Maplebeck,
Dukes 
Wood

E.g. 
birdboxes, 
wildflower 
meadows

Connecting 
woodlands

Expanding
ancient

Woodland
inventory

QR code 
scanning on 

ancient/
veteran trees

Accompanying 
Arboricultural 
survey of the 

trees

Enhancing
Eakring

Meadows SSSI

Partnering with
Local Initiatives

River 
catchment
partnership

Skylark 
mitigation.

Conservation 
Farming.
Research

Extending 
B-lines

Barbastelle
research/
monitoring

Create/
restore

floodplain 
meadow




